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Introduction

� Context and Research Puzzle

� Competing Theories and Hypotheses

� Data and Method

� Results and Discussion
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Context and Research Question

Figure: Rally at the Sakharova Avenue in December 2011
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Competing Theories and Hypotheses

The Murder on the Orient Express

Why these protests occur only in 2011? What is the mechanism
that lies behind this contention?
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Competing Theories and Hypotheses

The List of Suspects:

� Echo of economic crisis of 2008-9? (Dmitriev and Belanovsky
2011, Rogov 2011)

� Rising middle class? (Ross 2015)

� International linkage and leverage? (Bunce and Wolchik 2010)

� Connective power of Internet? (White and Rose 2013,
Polischuk et al. 2014)

� Electoral malpractice and a lack of procedural justice? (Rose
and Sedziaka 2015)
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Data and Method

Data

New Russia Barometer surveys, December 2011 and March 2012

Method

Ordered logit and OLS regression + IV regression

Dependent VAR

Approval of anti-regime protests (4-item Likert scale)

Main Independent VARs

Perception of fraud, political leanings
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Analysis. Descriptive Statistics

Figure: Approval of post-electoral protests by perception of malpractice.
Source: New Russia Barometer 2011. N=654
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Analysis. b-coefficients compared
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Figure: Approval of post-electoral protests by perception of malpractice.
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Analysis. Regression estimates.
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Endogeneity? Instrumental Variable Approach

How to instrument perception of fraud?

A variable z is called an instrument or instrumental variable for the
regressor x in the scalar regression model

y = x+ u

if (1) z is uncorrelated with the error u;and (2) z is correlated with the
regressor x.

Instruments:

� How widespread do you think bribe-taking and corruption are? (q7a, NRB 2011)

� Do you think that the Federal Government controls the situation in Chechnya now? (q99A, NRB 2012)

� The speeches of what public figures, scientists, journalists, writers, actors, or culture representatives do you
remember the most? Stanislav Govorukhin mentioned (q78.38, NRB 2012)
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Analysis 2. IV Regression estimates.

Table: 2SLS vs OLS Regression Estimates: Approval of Protests in
December 2011

Dependent variable:

Support for protests

OLS 2SLS

(1) (2)

Perception of electoral malpractice 0.45∗∗∗ (0.05) 0.46∗∗ (0.18)
Disapprove of Putin’s performance 0.40∗∗∗ (0.09) 0.40∗∗ (0.17)
Assessment of economic situation 0.01 (0.05) −0.01 (0.06)
Sex −0.15∗∗ (0.07) −0.13∗ (0.07)
Age −0.001 (0.002) −0.001 (0.002)
Education 0.004 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02)
Region −0.04∗∗ (0.02) −0.04∗∗ (0.02)
Constant 1.16∗∗∗ (0.25) 1.16∗∗∗ (0.34)

Observations 573 550

R2 0.31 0.31

Adjusted R2 0.30 0.30
Residual Std. Error 0.82 (df = 565) 0.82 (df = 542)
F Statistic 36.33∗∗∗ (df = 7; 565)

Note: ∗p<0.1; ∗∗p<0.05; ∗∗∗p<0.01
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Table: 2SLS vs OLS Regression Estimates: March 2012

Dependent variable:

Support for protests

OLS 2SLS

(1) (2)

Perception of electoral malpractice 0.56∗∗∗ (0.08) 0.71∗∗ (0.28)
Sex −0.16 (0.13) −0.20 (0.13)
Age −0.01 (0.004) −0.01 (0.004)
Education −0.03 (0.04) −0.04 (0.04)
Disapprove of Putin’s performance −0.03 (0.02) −0.02 (0.02)
Constant 1.91∗∗∗ (0.39) 1.68∗∗ (0.66)

Observations 155 145

R2 0.29 0.23

Adjusted R2 0.27 0.21
Residual Std. Error 0.78 (df = 149) 0.79 (df = 139)
F Statistic 12.22∗∗∗ (df = 5; 149)

Note: ∗p<0.1; ∗∗p<0.05; ∗∗∗p<0.01
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Predicted support for protests: Interaction effect
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In your opinion how honest were the elections to the State Duma on 4 December?

approve of V.Putin disapprove of V.Putin

Predictive Margins with 95% CIs
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Discussion

� There is a causal link between perception of electoral
malpractice and procedural justice in general

� Alternative explanations do a worse job explaining the
outcome

� There are two major mechanisms of mobilization:

Core participants (anti-regime sentiments+perceived fraud)
Swing participants (no clear political leanings+perceived fraud)
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Thank you for your attention! Margarita.Zavadskaya@EUI.EU or
mzavadskaya@hse.ru
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