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Starting points

• Militant Islamism and the rise of Jihadists are symptoms of historical 
processes and intricate variables that are NOT centrally connected to Islam.

• These "symptoms" should not be attributed to the religion itself. 

• I will argue that the use of violence in order to achieve political change is 
rejected by the absolute majority of the people living in the Middle-East and 
North-African countries. 

• The prevalent and extreme use of violence in the region is being 
perpetrated by a clear minority in a bid to influence the majority, not only 
within the region, but also globally. 



The Cognitive Dissonance Theory

• People always strive for harmony between their 
attitudes and values in order to achieve inner 
consistency (Leon Festinger, 1957). 

• Aronsson and Mills made a revision of the theory 
where they proposed that ”dissonance is really nothing 
more than guilt”. This is indeed close to the most 
recent research on social norm changes and values.

• There are difficulties of observing these dissonances, 
since we cannot directly measure them. Often the 
individuals themselves are not even aware of a 
dissonance between their values, but they feel 
discomfort without knowing why. 



Social norm changes in the MENA-region

• Social norms are generally defined as a set of 
behaviours for which it is reasonable to believe that 
deviation causes social sanctions. Why social norms 
emerge and change is essential for our understanding 
of human behaviour. This is also mainly determined 
by, and can thus also be regulated by, society. 

• Which mechanisms are strong enough to change 
social norms and the values behind them? When 
focusing on the MENA region one could raise the 
question whether the goal of IS, for example, is to 
change certain social norms within the Muslim world 
like the Arab springs aimed to?  If so what will the 
likelihood for success be? 

• One possibility to elaborate on such a question is to 
analyze how the citizens themselves in this region 
perceive the trade off between broad entities like 
religion, security, trust and democratic interest.



WVS sample, 6th wave
Arabic Countries, n= 16.400, 13 countries 

 

Algeria, Jordan, Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq, 

Morocco, Tunisia, Qatar, Yemen, Kuwait, Bahrain, 

Libya 

Muslim non Arabic Countries, n= 9.289,  

21 Muslim countries in total 

 

Uzbekistan, Turkey, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan 

Other Countries, n=55.472 

39 countries 

Sweden, Netherland, Germany, Spain, Cyprus, New 

Zealand, Australia, Slovenia, Argentina, Hong 

Kong, China, South Korea, Chile, Uruguay, 

Ecuador, Brazil, Philippines, Mexico, United States, 

Singapore, Taiwan, Japan, Romania, Belarus, 

Armenia, Russia, Estonia, Poland, Ukraine, 

Trinidad, Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Ghana, South Africa 

!
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Factor scores on local and state security
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Mena:  Worries for a terrorist attack?
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Local versus State security



V181. Losing my job or not finding a job
V182. Not being able to give my children a good education
V183. A war involving my country 
V184. A terrorist attack
V185. A civil war 
V186. Government wire-tapping or reading my mail or email

(Very much, a good deal, not much, not at all, DK/NA)

Economic Worries and State insecurity in the MENA 
region



Economic Worries and Insecurity in the MENA region

Grey	
  is	
  missing	
  variable	
  in	
  the	
  country.	
  %	
  worried	
  (%	
  very	
  much/	
  %	
  great	
  deal).



Local Security

%, very often/quite often



Percentage	
  of	
  respondents	
  /	
  family	
  	
  members	
  being	
  
vicUms	
  of	
  crime	
  during	
  the	
  last	
  year



TRUST



Outgroup/Ingroup trust



Violence against other people, always/
never justifiable (1-10)



small numbers on violence always justifiable (8-10)
Mena 8-10: n=370
other muslim: n=261
all Muslim: n=632
all other: n=2.066

Low variance on believe in God and other religious questions in the MENA-region

Better suited methods for small numbers and low variance are needed.  

Problems
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Preliminary results on
”Violence is justifiable”

	
  The	
  importance	
  of	
  God:
•	
  High	
  Importance	
  of	
  God,	
  less	
  violent,	
  especially	
  in	
  MENA	
  but	
  also	
  in	
  all	
  Muslim	
  countries
•	
  Less	
  violent	
  with	
  age
•	
  Women	
  less	
  violent
I’m	
  a	
  religious	
  person:
•	
  NOT	
  religious	
  persons	
  are	
  more	
  violent	
  in	
  MENA,	
  but	
  other	
  Muslim	
  countries	
  the	
  contrary
•	
  Less	
  violent	
  with	
  age
•	
  Women	
  less	
  violent
•SubjecUve	
  income	
  is	
  inserted	
  to	
  control	
  for	
  social	
  status.	
  It	
  is	
  significant	
  that	
  respondents	
  with	
  
higher	
  subjecUve	
  income	
  are	
  more	
  violent.	
  

Reflexion:	
  
It	
  is	
  not	
  normal	
  NOT	
  to	
  be	
  religious	
  in	
  MENA
It	
  is	
  not	
  normal	
  to	
  jus7fy	
  Violence
The	
  reason	
  is	
  external	
  and	
  more	
  complicated,	
  [Abnormal	
  personaliUes?]



Violence Justifiable vs I’m a religious person
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“Dare to Dream!
Dare to be Bold!”

спасибо
Contact: 

bi.puranen@worldvaluessurvey.org



 
 

This report was presented at the 5th LCSR International Annual Conference “Cultural and Economic Changes under Cross-
national Perspective”. 

 
November 16 – 20, 2015 – Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Russia. 

http://lcsr.hse.ru/en/conf2015  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Настоящий доклад был представлен на V ежегодной международной конференции ЛССИ «Культурные и экономические 

изменения в сравнительной перспективе». 
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