Happiness and parenthood in Russia

Matgorzata Mikucka
UCL, Louvain-la-Neuve, LCSR, HSE Moscow

April 9, 2015

Matgorzata Mikucka (UCL, Louvain-la-Neuve| Happiness and parenthood in Russia



Ha = a parent? R —
PPY P uc

catholique
deLouvain

Contradicting expectations:

Matgorzata Mikucka (UCL, Louvain-la-Neuve Happiness and parenthood in Russia



Happy = a parent? e
PRY p ucL

Contradicting expectations:

Matgorzata Mikucka (UCL, Louvain-la-Neuve| Happiness and parenthood in Russia April 9, 2015 2/13



25
Why do people have children? AN

Because they miss Because they have
something? more to give?
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So what?
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Can we raise fertility to replacement level?
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Conclusion:
happier persons have higher fertility intentions (Perelli-Harris)
and they have higher chance of having children (Parr),
in particular the second child (Perelli-Harris, Le Moglie)

e various countries covered

e it is not about personality traits (Le Moglie)
Policy implication:
“make them happy!"” J
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Anything missing?

In the context of policies which may increase fertility some groups are

more interesting than others

FICR

want children

do not want

have children

happy parents | unplanned children

do not have

potential fertility happy childless

Past literature does not focus on the “potential fertility” group
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@ In contemporary Russia:

intentions)?

do happier women are more likely to want children (fertility
behavior)?

do happier women and men are more likely to have children (fertility

® What are the characteristics of women whose fertility intentions

remain unrealized? (high fertility intentions but low actual fertility)
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@ Happiness predicts higher fertility and fertility intentions for second
and subsequent births

@® For the first child, happiness does not predict higher fertility and
fertility intentions [my previous work on Russia]

© Low happiness predicts belonging to the “potential fertility” group
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Parenthood and fertility
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Why Russia? < LR
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Centrality of parenthood
_|_
low fertility

therefore the “potential fertility” group
may be larger than in societies where
the parenthood is less central
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..,%‘# RLMS-HSE

The Russia Longitudinal Monitoring Survey-Higher School of Economics

® RLMS data (selected waves)

o fertility intentions: waves 5-12, 15-16, 19
e 12/24 months

® Account for various time lags between measurement of happiness and
fertility outcomes

© Fixed effects regression, potential to use matching methods

O Potential extensions: economic factors
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This report was presented at the 5™ LCSR International Workshop “Social and Cultural Changes in
Cross-National Perspective: Subjective Well-being, Trust, Social capital and Values”, which will be
held within the XVI April International Academic Conference on Economic and Social Development.

April 8 - 10, 2015 — Higher School of Economics, Moscow.

www.lcsr.hse.ru/en/seminar2015

Hactoawwum goknaa 6bin npeactasneH Ha V mexayHapogHom paboyem cemunHape JICCU
«CoumanbHble U KyNbTypHblE NU3MEHEHUSA B CPABHUTE/IbHOM NEPCNEKTUBE: LEHHOCTU U
MOAEpPHU3aUMA», npoweaLero B pamkax XVI AnpenbcKon mexxayHapoaHOW Hay4HOM

KoHpepeHumn HAY BLLD «MoaepHM3aLmMsa SKOHOMUKKU U obLiecTsa».

8-10 anpena 2015 ropga — HUY BLUS, Mocksa.

www.lcsr.hse.ru/seminar2015
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