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Sentencing disparities and the effect of race, ethnicity,
and nationality of an alleged criminal offender, on

socioeconomic status influences sentencing
outcomes.
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Studies both in the East and the
West show clearly that defendants
from lower stratum, defendants
from minority groups receive
harsher treatment than those from
majority and upper socioeconomic
groups.




The effect of race, ethnicity, and
nationality on decision-making in
the criminal justice system has
eceived considerable attention
ars. Most research

junctions in the




now that systematic disparities and inequities
age of the criminal justice
ition. The general pattern
that Whlte

mlddle class defendeé

have a greater chance of be

system at earlier stages than do poc
defendants of color (Zatz, 1985; Fagan &
1987; Mann, 1993; Donziger, 1996; Walker &
Singer, 1996).




recent (Vadim Volkov, 2014) conducted here
million individual decision
ecords in the Russian

Occupational anc

strong and independen

Imprison and to give more seve

There are strong sentencing disparitie
the SES of the defendant.
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to disparities between Jews &
Arabs in many spheres of life, bu
disparities in the legal system have
not been thoroughly investigated
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normally arole in the scene that
taking place in the hall of justice.
The present study examines the
effect of the defendants’, judges,
and victims’ nationality on
sentencing in two regional courts in
Israel.







Israel is an ideal social laboratory for testing and analyzing the relations between
minority groups and the legal system. Arabs in Israel constitute a distinct national
minority rather than a racial minority. Jews make up over 80% of the population of

Israel and Arabs account for the remaining 20%.

Tension and hostility between Jews and Arabs, with varying degrees of intensity,
have been part of the history of the region for the last hundred years. There is no
doubt that that the tension resulted from the geo-political situation of the State of
Israel has reflected on many spheres and circles of life

Including The Legal System



How does it work?
~ For example, some studies indicate that:

ed for killing white
ore likely to

convicted 1c
2004: Baldus et al.

In a major study based on more than 2,0C
murder cases in Georgia,) demonstrated
that Furthermore, in cross-racial killings, if
the perpetrator was a black person and the
victim was white, it increased the likelihood
that the offender received the death
sentence.
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Because many of the variables are nominal and the
dependent variable was treated as a dichotomous one, we
employed logistic regressmn analysis. Followmg the
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Predicted probabilities for offenders to
receive a prison sentence by the
nationality of judge and the offender

Profile of the offender Jewish Judge Arab Judge

Jewish Arab Jewish
Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders
No prior record; no .58 71 23 “
prior incarceration
Prior record; no prior “
|ncarcerat|on
“---
|ncarcerat|on




Jrofile of the offender Jewish Judge
Jewish Offender Arab Offender
Jewish Vic. | Arab Vic. | Jewish Vic. | Arab Vic.

o prior record; no prior 58 11
Incarceration
2rior record; no prior .76 .85
Incarceration
2rior record; prior incarceration .86 92

Arab Judge
o prior record; no prior 41 15 .18 A7
Incarceration
>rior record; no prior .65 32 90 .70
Incarceration
2rior record; prior incarceration .88 .66 97 90




_ Our findings suggest that the own-
D behavior is at the
the judicial
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judicial conduct, as | g

override the impact of own-ott
relationships. The importance of
understanding these dynamics
cannot be overstated, especially in
multiracial and multiethnic societies
where social conflicts and deep
cleavages can permeate every
aspect of life.
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