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Democracies 

inspire 

people’s 

norms and 

values, who 

tend to 

internalize 

them to a 

great extent 

during early 

political 

socialization. 



Growing up democratic 
 

 Are generations that were politically socialized under 
democracy more supportive of democratic rule than 
those who grew up under authoritarian regimes? 
(Democratic learning) 

 Departing point: Yes, they should be. 

 Presentation based on a book chapter by Alejandro 
Moreno and Marta Lagos for the Post-Authoritarian 
Generations Project (Denemark, Niemi, Mattes, eds.) 

 



Latinobarometer 
 

 Empirical evidence from annnual* national 

representative surveys in 18 countries in Latin America 

and the Caribbean, 1995-2010 

 National samples of 1,000 to 1,200 adults 

 Face to face interviews 

 Longest times series on public opinion data in the Latin 

American region (www.latinobarometro.org) 

http://www.latinobarometro.org
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% "Democracy is the best system"

% "Democracy is preferable"

% "Satisfied with democracy"



SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY – LATIN AMERICA 

% of publics who say “Democracy is preferable to any 

other form of government” (LB surveys) 



SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY – MEXICO 

% of Mexicans who say “Democracy is preferable to any 

other form of government” (LB surveys) 



SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY – WVS 
% saying having a democratic political system is “very good” 

(change from earlier to latest survey) 

+8 
(34 countries) 

-11 
(36 countries) 

0 
(3 countries) 
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% Support for Democracy (3-item index) 

Uruguay 

Costa Rica 

Venezuela 

Argentina 

Chile 
Panama 

Ecuador 
Brazil 

El Salvador 

Dominican Rep. Colombia 

Honduras 
Nicaragua Bolivia 

Paraguay Guatemala 
Peru 

Mexico 

SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY AND  

SATISFACTION WITH DEMOCRACY 



Multivariate analysis 
 

Dependent variables 

 

 Support for democracy (3-item index) 

 

 Support for liberal democracy (4-item index) 

 

 Satisfaction with democracy (1 item) 



Support for democracy 
Democracy is preferable / Democracy is the best system / Rejection of military rule 

(0-3 scale) 

 

9 

20 

32 

40 

LOW HIGH 



Support for liberal democracy 
Support for free media / Rejection of media control by the government / Rejection of illegal 

government actions / Perceptions of equal treatment before the law (0-4 scale) 

5 

19 

33 
34 

10 

LOW HIGH 



Satisfaction with democracy 
How satisfied are you with the way democracy is functioning in the country? 

(0-3 scale) 

 

15 

39 

35 

11 

LOW HIGH 



Multivariate analysis 
Independent variables 

 

 Democratic Cohort 

 Education 

 

 Economy  (Performance evauations) 

 Country Progress (Performance evauations) 

 Market Support (ideological affinities) 

 

 Crime (Victimization) 

 Discrimination 

 Corruption 







Generational Cohorts 
 

 Political socialization: 14-22 years of age 

 Cohorts: political period minus 18 years (average)  



Support for democracy 



Country classification 
 

 Continuously democratic (v.g. Costa Rica)  

 Re-democratized (v.g. Brazil, Chile, Uruguay) 

 Democratized (v.g. Mexico) 

 Semi-democratic (v.g. Guatemala, Nicaragua, 

Paraguay) 

 



Support for democracy 



Support for liberal democracy 



Satisfaction with democracy 



Country by country analysis of generational cohorts 

 Country Support for 

democracy 

Support for 

liberal democracy 

Satisfaction 

with democracy 

Argentina -  + 

Bolivia   - 

Brasil    

Brasil older cohort  +  

Brasil younger cohort   - 

Colombia +   

Costa Rica    

C. Rica older cohort    

C. Rica younger cohort    

Chile    

Chile older cohort    

Chile younger cohort    

Dominican Republic +   

Dom. Rep. older cohort +   

Dom. Rep. younger 

cohort 

   

Ecuador  ++  

El Salvador    

Guatemala (semidem)    

Honduras (semidem)  -  

Mexico --   

Nicaragua (semidem)   + 

Panama --   

Paraguay (semidem) - --  

Peru    

Uruguay    

Uruguay older cohort  +  

Uruguay younger cohort - -  

Venezuela   - 

 



Conclusions 
 Democratic socialization has a positive impact on 

support for democracy but this varies from country to 
country. 

 Early periods of democratic sociaization have a higher 
impact than later ones.  

 Younger generations not necessarily more supportive 
of democracy. 

 Education is a strong influence on support for 
democracy (paradox with more highly educated 
younger generations) 

 


