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Evaluation of the way democracy work in the country is one of the key
part of modern political process. Measuring the evaluation of democracy
is the task for many comparative and national surveys

The level of satisfaction with democracy in different groups of countries is
very different

Satisfaction with the way democracy work in the country
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Question: On the whole, how satisfied are you with the way democracy works in Russia? (0- extremely dissatisfied, 10 —
extremely satisfied)

Bonpoc: Ecrniu 208o0pumb 8 4erioM, HacKosibKo Bbi ydoenemeopeHsbl mem, kak pabomaem demokpamusi 8 Poccuu? (wkana 2
omeemos 0 — cosepuwieHHO He ydoeriemeopeH, 10- NoHOCMbHo y008/1€MBOPEH)



The level of satisfaction with democracy between particular
countries in Europe is also very different

Satisfaction with the way democracy work in the country
(% 6-10 on scale from O to 10), ESS 2012

Switzerland 85%
Norway 84%
Denmark 82%
Finland 79%
Sweden 79%
Netherlands 73%
Germany 64%
Belgium 62%
Israel 57%
Iceland 57%
Great Britain 49%
Iland 48%
Slovakia 44%
Czech Republic 43%
Cyprus 42%
Estonia 38%
Poland 38%
Hungary 33%
Spain 26%
Kosowo 25%
Portugal 22%
Russia 21%
Slovenia 19%

Bulgaria 11%




==& Consequences and Reasons

Consequences

E Stability of democratic system
E  Support and trust to political and public institutions

E Integration of citizens into political system (vs. anomie, alienation)

Differences in evaluation of democracy in a country
can be a result of

Real differences in Differences in
functioning of democracy, understanding of

fulfillment of democratic
principles and norms
in particular country

democracy
as a concept

Experience, learning of Prior historical Type and
democratic principles, experience, characteristics of
norms, procedures, traditions political system

practical skills

B Question — are cross-county comparisons possible on this issue? 4




How to study the issue of understanding
democracy in different countries

Method of “open”

definition

«Open-ended question» - What
is democracy in your opinion?
What are the main

characteristics of democracy?

Thomassen 1995, Kornberg and Clarke 1992,
Seligson 2001, Canache et al. 2001; Baviskar
and Malone 2004; Bratton, Mattes and
Gyimah-Boadi 2005; R.]. Dalton, D. C. Shin,
W.Jou 2007

Method of rating of

theoretical components

E  Define theoretical components of
democracy

F  Find the correspondence of theoretical
factors with the perception of
population - evaluate these
components (ranging/ ranking —
horizontal or hierarchical structure)

Diamond and Morlino 2005; Morlino, 2009

Hanspeter Kriesi, Leonardo Morlino, Pedro
Magalhaes, Sonia Alonso and Monica Ferrin, Mark
Franklin, Bernard Wessels, Mariano Torcal, Braulio
Gymez, Alexander Trechsel, Radek Markowski,
Wolfgang Merkel, Todd Landmann.



Procedural

Freedoms and pgticipation

Competition

B Free and Fair

elections

«YTo0HBI peaepasbpHbIe
BBIOOPEHI TPOBOAMAVICH
cBODOOAHO U CIIpaBeAAUBO»

Competition between

parties «YTOOBI
[IOAUTHYECKE TaPTUN
npeAaaraau u3dupaTeAsm
I10-HACTOIEMY pa3Hble
[IPOrpaMMBbI»

Free opposition F

«YTOOBI ONIIO3UIIVIOHHBIE
ITapTUM MOTAY CBOOOAHO
KPUTHKOBaTh
[IpaBUTEABCTBO»

Free media «Uro6m B
CpeACTBa MaccoBOi
uHpOPMATIUI MOTAU
CBOBOAHO KPUTUKOBATD
MTPaBUTEABLCTBO»

Direct participation
citizens have the final say on
the most important political
issues by voting on them
directly in referendums

«Yrto6sl rpaxkaane crpansl B
MMeAN pelaolee cA0BO B
TIPUHATUN BaXKHBIX
MOAUTUIECKNX PerTeHnit
ITyTeM IIPsIMOTO
rO/0COBaHMS Ha

pedepenaymax»

Participation for all
«YTOOB MIMMUTPAHTHI
[10Ay4aAM IIPaBoO FOA0COBATh
Ha (peAepaabHBIX BHIOOPAX,
TOABKO I10CA€ ITOAYIEHNS
rpa’kAaHCTBa»

Voters discuss politics g

before voting

«YTOOBI 40 TOTO, KaK
IIPUHNIMATh PeLIeHle 3a KOTO
r00CoBaTh, U30MpaTeAn
00Cy>KAaAV TTOAUTIYECKIIe
BOITPOCHI B CBOEM KPYyTy»

Control

Vertical - governing parties are
punished in elections when they
have done a bad job - «Yro0n1
HpaB}IH_H/Ie HapTI/H/I AVIIaANCh
ITOAA€P KK U3bMpaTeaeit, ecan
I110XO BHIIIOAHSIOT CBOIO paboTy»

Feedback - the government
explains its decisions to voters
«YTOOBI MPaBUTEABCTBO
Pa3bACHAAO CBOU PelleHs
n3OMpaTeasM»

Access to information from

media - media provide citizens
with reliable information to judge
the government «4ro6st CMI
IpeAOCTaBAsAAN Tpa’kKJaHaM
AOCTOBePHYIO MH(POPMAIINIO,
IIO3BOASIONIYIO CyAUTH O
A€ATeAPHOCTU IIPAaBUTEABCTBA»

Horizontal - the courts are able
to stop the government acting
beyond its authority

«YTOOBI CyABI MOTAU
MIPMOCTAaHOBUTH PeIeHIs
IIpaBUTeAbCTBA, €CAU OHO

IIpeBbIIIaeT CBOU ITOAHOMOYILT»

Theoretical components of democracy

Policies, End-Result

Civic equality - courts treat
everyone the same

«UTODBI CyAbI IOAXOAMAY KO BCEM
OAVIHAaKOBO»

Policy to reduce differences in

income «Uro6s1 rpaBuTeancTBO
IIpeATIPYHIMAA0 MepEI 110
YMEHBIIEHNIO Pa3HMUITEl B 40X0JaX
MeXAy AI0AbMI»

Rights of minorities are
protected

«YTOOBI ITpaBa MEHBIIMHCTB ObLAM
3aIIUINEeHb»

Protecting all citizens against
poverty

«YTOOBI rOCyAapCTBO 3alMIIIAA0 BCeX
rpak4aH oT Oe AHOCTI»



== Data: countries in ESS

Not in ESS

Andorra
Lichtenstein
Monako

Vanikan
Malta

San Marino

Not in ESS

Moldavia
Belarus

Albania

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Macedonia

Montenegro

In ESS

Russia
Turkey

Israel



Policy: courts treat everyone the same
Freedoms: free and fair elections
Control: government explains its decisions to voters
Control: horizontal
Control: media provide reliable information
Policy: government protects all citizens against poverty
Policy: the rights of minority groups are protected
Control: vertical (voters)
Freedoms: opposition is free to criticise government
Freedoms: media are free to criticize government
Participation: citizens have final sayin referendums

Policy: measures to reduce differences in income

Freedoms and competition: parties offer clear alternatives
Participation: immigrants can only vote being citizens

Participation: voters discuss politics before voting

10 — extremely important for democracy in general)

npusHakx demokpamuu, 10 — KU3HEHHO 8AIKHbBLIL)

Boripoc: HackorbKo 8axKHbIM rpu3Hakom 0eMokpamuu waK maxosoti, Ha Baw 8327150, sensiemes (0 — cogcem He 8aI;KHbL

Understanding Democracy in Europe

Mean on scale from O to 10

9,22

9,01

8,86
N G50
) 5, 77
) 5,68
N, 8,52
N 3,36
N, G .33
I 5,28
N G, 26
N, G, 17
N 3,00
., .91
N, /.47

Question: Please tell me how important you think it is for democracy in general...(0- not at all important for democracy in general,



Understanding Democracy in Russia
and in Europe

B Russia _ 8,87
Policy: courts treat everyone the same '9 22
W Europe total 846
Freedoms and competition: free and fair elections ! 901

Control: horizontal
Control: media provide citizens with reliable information

Policy: the government protects all citizens against poverty

Policy: the rights of minority groups are protected

Control: vertical (voters)

Freedoms, competition: opposition is free to criticise government
Freedoms, competition: media are free to criticize government
Participation: citizens have the final say voting in referendums

Policy: measuresto reduce differencesin income
Freedoms, competition: parties offer clear alternatives
Participation: immigrants can only vote once become citizens

Participation: voters discuss politics before voting




Components of Democracy

—=— Northern Europe === Transition from socialism === South Europe === Western Europe —— Russia

PARTICIPATION CONTROL
Vertical
Immigrants only cirili\zlzfsonce they become /10.0/ Horizontal
Voters discuss politics before voting 7 Government explains its decisions to voters

Media provide with reliable information to judge

Final sayin referendums
government

Opposition is free to criticize Courts treat everyone the same

Media are free to criticize ‘ Z ' Government protects all citizens against poverty
POLICIES
COMPERITI Free and fair elections Measures to reduce differences in income
ON AND . ) . o
FREEDOMS Parties offer clear alternatives ights of minority groups are protected
10

10
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Each component was ranked (hierarchical place among other components by the importance

for democracy), if rating of importance were equal, those components got the same rank 1



Structural relations of components:
results of factor analysis

Factor loadings on first factor before the rotation

Free and fair elections

Immigrants only get the right to vote in national
elections once they become citizens

Courts treat everyone the same
Citizens have final say by voting directly in

referendums

Rights of minority groups are protected

— / .
v\l

SR
B

Media provide reliable information to judge
government

Media are free to criticize the government

Opposition parties are free to criticize the

government Measures to reduce differences in income

Parties offer clear alternatives oters discuss politics before voting

12




Consolidation of components in
understanding democracy

Western Eastern

% 8-10 on scale from 0 to 10 Europe Europe Russia
Participation: voters discuss politics before voting 56 57 55
Freedoms and competition: parties offer clear alternatives 64 66 61
Policy: measures to reduce differences in income 66 72 69
Freedoms and competition: media are free to criticize the
government 70 71 64
Control: governing parties are punished in elections when
they have done a bad job 71 71 66
Freedoms and competition: opposition parties are free to
criticise the government 72 68 60
Participation: citizens have the final say on the most important
political issues by voting on them directly in referendums 69 70 68
Policy: the rights of minority groups are protected 75 68 53
Policy: the government protects all citizens against poverty 79 77 73
Control: horizontal (the courts are able to stop the
government acting beyond its authority) 78 78 73
Control: the government explains its decisions to voters 79 70
Control: media provide citizens with reliable information to
judge the government 78 75
Freedoms and competition: free and fair elections 72
Policy: the courts treat everyone the same 79

13



Conclusions

E  No substantial obstacles for comparative analysis of attitudes of population toward democracy or the
evaluation of democracy were found

E  Reasons of differences in evaluation and the satisfaction with democracy should be based on real
differences in the implementation of democratic principles in particular countries rather than on
differences in understanding this concept. Differences in expectations from democracy, results of
democracy and the speed of achievement of visible results can however play the role in explaining
differences in the satisfaction with democracy in particular countries.

F  From substantial rather than methodological point of view, understanding of democracy studied as
the rating of importance of different theoretical components for the notion of democracy is very similar
in different European counties. Different historical and life experience, forms of democracy (political
systems), the age of democracy, political history, traditions and culture do not influence
understanding of democracy notion (but still can influence the evaluation and expectations from
democracy)

F  Some differences were found in the depth of understanding of democracy notion and the level of
consolidation in society on key and periphery components of democracy. In post Soviet countries, and
in Russia in particular, understanding of democracy is less differentiated. Individual components are
often ranted the same way on importance scale. In these countries the division of components into
“core” (highly consolidated opinion about high importance of these components for democracy),
“medium important” and “peripheral in importance” is less clear than in developed democracies. In
post Soviet countries there are less public agreement, less consolidated opinion about the meaning of
democracy than in Western countries.

E  Russia differs from other countries by even lower differentiation of democracy components and the
lack of consolidated opinion about “core” components of democracy, weaker consensus on key
elements of the democracy than in other Post-soviet countries.

F In Russia democracy is less related to the idea of minority's rights than in all other countries. It can
due to the lack of notion of consensus democracy as the way to balance interests of different groups in
the society regardless of the size of these groups, and the domination of the idea of “dictatorship of the
majority”. But it also can be related to situational factors — intensive public discussion on the issue of
“minorities” (including sexual minorities, migrants, etc.) in the recent years. 14




