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Motivation, Research Question and Relevance

Motivation, Research Question and Relevance

Motivation and Research Question

Racial intolerance as challenge for democracies, but little knowledge
about its consequences (e.g. in the political arena)

Does racial intolerance lead to more non-violent protest behavior?

Relevance

Tolerance and protest as fundamental democratic principles

Empirical analysis of the political consequences of racial intolerance

Contribution to the debate on effects of attitudes and the attitudinal
climate on non-violent protest behavior
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Theory

Definition of Concepts

Non-Violent Protest

= public expression of dissent by individuals or groups in order
”
to

influence a political decision or process, which they perceive as having
negative consequences for themselves, another group or society as a
whole“ (Rucht, 2009, 708)

= extra-representational, either voice- or exit-based (Teorell et al. 2007)

= neither people nor property is harmed (Norris 2002)

Racial Intolerance

= objection of groups outside one’s own ethnicity, religion, or culture
(cf. Dunn et al., 2009; Kirchner et al., 2011)
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Theory

Racial Intolerance and Non-Violent Protest -
Argument on the Individual Level

Intolerant attitudes have high internal consistency → stronger basis
for political behavior (Gibson, 2006)

Relative Deprivation Theory: racially intolerant people feel deprived
and threatened by equality of rights → deprivation fosters frustration
and leads to protest (Gurr, 1970)

⇓

Hypothesis 1

Racially intolerant individuals will be more likely to actively engage in
non-violent protest behavior.
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Theory

Racial Intolerance and Non-Violent Protest -
Argument on the Aggregate Level (I)

Contexts (e.g. institutions, attitudinal climate)
affect individual’s political behavior

⇓

Necessary Assumptions regarding Contextual Effects:

1 Value orientations and attitudes differ between countries (cf.
Schwartz, 2006) → culture of values and attitudes

2 Culture of values and attitudes is perceived by individuals and
influences their behavior (cf. Books and Prysby, 1988) → contextual
effects
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Theory

Racial Intolerance and Non-Violent Protest -
Argument on the Aggregate Level (II)

People react on the perceived culture of values and attitudes in a
country → values and attitudes should have an

”
ecological effect“ on

individual level behavior (Welzel and Deutsch 2012, 467)

”
Social contagion“ is supposed to cause an

”
elevator effect“ (Welzel

and Deutsch, 2012, 467)

⇓

Hypothesis 2

A climate of racial intolerance within a country will lead to more active
individual engagement in non-violent protest.
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Theory

Racial Intolerance and Non-Violent Protest -
Interaction between Aggregate and Individual Level (I)

Reinforcement of Individual Level Effect:

”
Amplifier effect“ because of social confirmation (Welzel and Deutsch,

2012)

Spiral of Silence: minority refrains itself from expressing its opinion
(Noelle-Neumann, 1974)

⇓

Hypothesis 3a

A climate of racial intolerance within a country will amplify the positive
relation between (individual) racial intolerance and active engagement in
non-violent protest.
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Theory

Racial Intolerance and Non-Violent Protest -
Interaction between Aggregate and Individual Level (II)

Reduction of Individual Level Effect:

Rational Choice: political participation is only rational if the benefits
of one’s own action are higher than the costs (Blais, 2000; Downs,
1957; Olson, 1965)

Culture of conformity on attitudes makes action unnecessary

⇓

Hypothesis 3b

A climate of racial intolerance within a country will decrease the positive
relation between (individual) racial intolerance and active engagement in
non-violent protest.
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Statistical Modelling and Data

Model, Data and Operationalization

Statistical Modelling

Linear hierarchical models with random intercepts and random slopes

Data

WVS 2005 (32 countries with Freedom House Index ≤ 3)

Operationalization

Dependent Variable: factor scores for non-violent protest (items included:
signing a petition, joining boycotts, lawful demonstrations)

Independent Variable: factor scores for racial intolerance (would not like to
have as neighbors: people of a different race, immigrants/foreign workers,
people of a different religion, people who speak a different language)

Contextual Variable: aggregated scores of racial intolerance
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Results

Results (I)

*<0.1; *<0.05; ***<0.01
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Results

Results (II)
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Conclusion

Conclusion

Summary

Racial intolerance is linked to non-violent protest (individual level:
positive link; aggregate level: negative link)

Positive effect of racial intolerance is reinforced by intolerant climate
(
”
amplifier effect“, Spiral of Silence)

Limits

Micro-macro paradox remains unsolved

Causality remains unclear

Implications

New participatory gap

Study underscores the importance of values and attitudes for political
participation
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Descriptive Statistics
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Variables (I)
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Variables (II)
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