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Research Question and Relevance

Key Question

What drives racial intolerance?
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Research Question and Relevance

Racial intolerance - conceptualization

Racial intolerance is generally understood as an objection toward
ethnically, religiously, or culturally diverse groups.
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Research Question and Relevance

Map of racial intolerance (Washington Post, 2013)
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Research Question and Relevance

Change in racial intolerance*
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Research Question and Relevance

Relevance of research question

I rapid social changes and enhanced immigration increase the
demand for racial tolerance

I racial intolerance as persistent concept and threat for social
cohesion

I only little reserach in cross-national comparison (e.g. Dunn et
al., 2009; Kirchner et al., 2011)

Specific Research Goals

1. in-depth analysis of racial intolerance

2. comparison of racial intolerance over time

3. cross-country comparison

4. comparison of influence factors (individual and contextual
factors)
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Theoretical Framework

Three basic approaches for explaining racial intolerance:

1. theories of intergroup behavior (conflict and contact theories)

2. theories on individual attributes and values

3. political-institutional and cultural factors
(country-specific level)

This research project will focus on the latter two points.
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Project Proceeding

Roadmap

I descriptive analysis of racial intolerance over specific countries
and different time points

I in-depth analysis on the relation between the three B’s of
religion (belonging, behaving, believing) and racial intolerance

I analysis of the effects of individual and aggregated values on
racial intolerance

I effects of contextual diversity measures on racial intolerance
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Project Proceeding

Analyses and Modeling*

I data base: World Values Survey or European Values Survey

I case selection: mainly based on availability for different
waves of the survey; mainly focus on established democracies

I operationalization of racial intolerance: Could you please
mention any of the following groups that you would not like
to have as neighbors?

I people of a different race
I immigrants / foreign workers
I people of a different religion
I people who speak a different language
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Project Proceeding

Analyses and Modeling

I general individual level variables: sex, age, education,
political ideology, satisfaction with life

I main explanatory individual variables:(1) religious
belonging, behaving, and beliving, (2) conservatism (liberal
vs. authoritarian values), (3) post-materialism

I contextual level variables: (1) contextual indicators of
religion, (2) aggregated values, (3) indicators of ethnic
diversity (fractionalization, immigration rate, change in
immigration)

I method: hierarchical models
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Preliminary Findings

Racial intolerance and the three B’s of religion
                     m1 m2 m3 

                     Est/se Est/se Est/se 
religious belonging    

Catholic               0.022** 0.022** 0.002 
                    (0.01) (0.01) (0.01) 

Protestant            0.019** 0.018** 0.016* 
                    (0.01) (0.01) (0.00) 

Orthodox        0.056*** 0.069*** 0.065*** 
                    (0.01) (0.01) (0.01) 

Muslim              0.016 -0.027 -0.029* 
                     (0.01) (0.02) (0.02) 
religious behaving          0.008* 0.007* 0.007* 
                     (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
religious believing              -0.001 -0.003 -0.002 
                     (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
sex                  -0.012*** -0.011** -0.012*** 
                     (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
age                  0.000* 0.000** 0.000** 
                     (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
education               -0.013*** -0.013*** -0.013*** 
                     (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
postmaterialism                 -0.011*** -0.013*** -0.013*** 
                     (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
human development                 -0.611* -0.502 -0.476* 
index                     (0.27) (0.29) (0.28) 
ethnic fractionalization            -0.032 -0.023 -0.018 
                     (0.11) (0.12) (0.11) 
percentage of Catholics            -0.104* -0.115* 
                      (0.06) (0.06) 
Catholic*percentage                 0.047** 
of Catholics                       (0.02) 
Intercept                0.717** 0.658* 0.642** 
                     (0.25) (0.27) (0.27) 
contextual variance               0.010 0.011 0.011 
                     (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
individual variance              0.068 0.068 0.068 
                     (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
N                    24072/28 23116/28 23116/28 

* p<0.1, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01 
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Questions and Problems

General questions

I sample selection over different waves (combining time and
space)

I operationalization of racial intolerance (additive Index,
separate questions, factor analysis etc.)

I EVS vs. WVS
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Questions and Problems

Thank you for your attention!
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Appendix

Change in racial intolerance
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