
Natural Experiments in Revealed 
State Capacity 





Index of public goods, 1994-5 

• Map here showing distribution of public 

goods in Russia in 1994-5 

Surfaced roads (km) per capita adjusted; 

Public bus passengers, per capita adjusted; 

Hospital beds per capita; 

Doctors per capita. 
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State History and Surveyed Corruption  
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 r = -0.83



“A provincial governor needs to make 
three fortunes: one to recoup his 

election expenses, another to bribe 
the jury at his expected trial for 

misgovernment, and a third to live off 
thereafter” – widespread phrase in 1st 
century B.C. Rome (quoted in Mann, A 

History of Power) 



Would you vote for this guy? 

• 17 charges related to Attempted murder (IPC Section 
307) 

• 11 charges related to Murder (IPC Section 302) 
• 4 charges related to Voluntarily causing hurt by 

dangerous weapons or means (IPC Section-324) 
• 3 charges related to theft (IPC Section 379) 
• 3 charges related to Voluntarily causing grievous hurt 

by dangerous weapons or means (IPC Section 326) 
• 3 charges related to voluntarily causing grievous hurt 

(IPC Section 325) 
• 2 charges related to extortion (IPC Section384) 
• 2 charges related to Theft in dwelling house, etc. (IPC 

Section 380) 
• 1 charges related to dacoity (IPC Section 395) 
• 1 charges related to culpable homicide not amounting 

to murder (I PC Section 304) 
• 1 charges related to Kidnapping or abducting in order 

to murder (IPC Section 364) 
• 1 charges related to Assaulting President, Governor, 

etc., with intent to compel or restrain the exercise of 
any lawful power (IPC Section 124) 

Kameshwar Baitwa 

Member of 

parliament for 

Palamau 

(Jharkhand) 
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State History and Homicide Rates 
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Bureaucratic Responsiveness Tests 

 





Public Order Observational Data 
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