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Framing
• Avoid condemnation
• Sensitivity of everyday life to political and 

economic transformation
• Shifting family structures, friendship 

networks, values, moral boundaries – why 
not dating?

• Distinct in many ways from commercial sex



Research Questions

(1) What are contemporary Russian practices 
and understandings of compensated 
dating?

(2) How can these can be situated within 
contemporary economic culture? 



The gift-for-sex exchange
• "compensated dating," "Enjo Kosai," "assisted dating," 

"transactional sex"
• East Asia: Japan (Enjo Kosai), Shanghai, Hong Kong, Africa, 

Eastern Europe (Poland)
• Gift forms: travel, monetary gift, technology, luxury, shopping,

room or apartment
• Often contractual (barter), sometimes an ex post-facto gift 

request
• Duration: from one-night-stand to long-term
• History of mistress practices. Pre-Soviet: stigmatized 

„supported woman.“ Soviet: „the lover.“ Post-Soviet: the non-
stigmatized woman who seeks a „sponsor.“



Theoretical Frame

Post-socialist ideological/moral collapse 
and 

colonization of the lifeworld (monetization)

Historical context Historical context ––) Post) Post--socialist transformationsocialist transformation: demoralization, 
consumerism, „glamour feminity“ , Russian romantic culture. Polarized gender 
relations, earnings/power differentials between men and women. 

Moral focus Moral focus ––) Commodification/critical theory) Commodification/critical theory: 
Marx, Simmel, Polanyi, Habermas

Practice Practice ––) Gift) Gift--givinggiving: 
status and ‚spirit‘ (Mauss); double truth (Bourdieux), self-interested social 
exchange vs. the „pure gift“

micromicro--macro macro ––) economy and intimacy) economy and intimacy: 
Zelizer and Illouz



Project Stages
1. Online Content Analysis: Dating Websites, Forums, Blogs (complete)
2. Speed-dating Focus Group (in analysis; SNA)
3. In-Depth Interviews (data analysis in progress)

4. Quantitative Survey (data analysis in 
progress)



The Questionnaire



46 questions
Key characteristics: 
• sex, age, 
• place of birth
• residence 
• occupation
• income
• ranked values (family, self-expression, love, 

leisure, religion, material well-being)

Questionnaire



Relationship background: 
• marital status,
• number of intimate partners 
• longest relationship
• # one-night stands
• influence of finance on partner choice
• marriage w/o love 
• who pays on dates

•• received/given anything in exchange for sex received/given anything in exchange for sex 
• use of dating websites
• sex without love

Questionnaire



For one serious, one less-serious relationship: 
• type of relationship (marriage, short-term, etc.), 
• duration of relationship, 
• age difference, 
• labeling, 
• monogamous?, 
• pure gifts given/received, 
• gifts given/received in exchange for sex, 
• reasons for being with partner, 
• comparative financial success, 
Other: family background (1, 2-parents, etc.), parental education, sexual 

preference

Questionnaire



The Sample



• N=678 (Moscow=226, Kiev=221, Minsk=231
• Maintained representative online panel of Moscow 

survey company
• Quotas: 25% young women 18-36, 25% older 

women 37-55, young men, older men
• Reponse rate=82%
• Incidence rate=99% (9 filtered out with no sexual 

experiences)

Sample



Descriptive Results



Sample

Education



Sample

Work, study status



Family Status



Income



Age



Age



Proportion of sample having received the following in exchange for sex



Proportion of sample having given the following in exchange for sex



Inferential Results



Likelihood of reporting having received 
something in exchange for sex



Likelihood of reporting having given something 
in exchange for sex



Likelihood of reporting having received 
something in exchange for sex, Moscow



Likelihood of reporting having given something 
in exchange for sex, Moscow



Likelihood of reporting having received 
something in exchange for sex, Kiev



Likelihood of reporting having given something 
in exchange for sex, Kiev



Likelihood of reporting having received 
something in exchange for sex, Minsk



Likelihood of reporting having given something 
in exchange for sex, Minsk



Social Change?



Receiving gifts for sex, women by birth cohort
Aged 20-30 from 

1990-2000



Receiving gifts for sex, women by birth cohort

Aged 18-28 from 
1990-2000



Specific relationships where 
receiving gifts for sex reported



Specific relationships where 
giving gifts for sex reported



Comments, Questions, 
Suggestions?


