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Framing

e Avoid condemnation

* Sensitivity of everyday life to political and
economic transformation

* Shifting family structures, friendship
networks, values, moral boundaries — why
not dating?

* Distinct in many ways from commercial sex



Research Questions

(1) What are contemporary Russian practices
and understandings of compensated
dating?

(2) How can these can be situated within
contemporary economic culture?
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" The gift-for-sex exchange

nmn

"compensated dating," "Enjo Kosai," "assisted dating,"

"transactional sex"

East Asia: Japan (Enjo Kosai), Shanghai, Hong Kong, Africa,
Eastern Europe (Poland)

Gift forms: travel, monetary gift, technology, luxury, shopping,
room or apartment

Often contractual (barter), sometimes an ex post-facto gift
request

Duration: from one-night-stand to long-term

History of mistress practices. Pre-Soviet: stigmatized
,,supported woman.* Soviet: ,,the lover.* Post-Soviet: the non-
stigmatized woman who seeks a ,,sponsor.*



Theoretical Frame

Post-socialist ideological/moral collapse
and

colonization of the lifeworld (monetization)

Historical context —) Post-socialist transformation: demoralization,
consumerism, ,,glamour feminity* , Russian romantic culture. Polarized gender
relations, earnings/power differentials between men and women.

Moral focus —) Commodification/critical theory:
Marx, Simmel, Polanyi, Habermas
Practice —) Gift-giving:
status and ,spirit* (Mauss); double truth (Bourdieux), self-interested social
exchange vs. the ,,pure gift*
micro-macro —) economy and intimacy:
Zelizer and Illouz



Project Stages

1. Online Content Analysis: Dating Websites, Forums, Blogs (complete)
2. Speed-dating Focus Group (in analysis; SNA)

3. In-Depth Interviews (data analysis in progress)

4. Quantitative Survey (data analysis in
progress)
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The Questionnaire



Questionnaire

46 questions

Key characteristics:

sex, age,
place of birth
residence
occupation
Income

ranked values (family, self-expression, love,
leisure, religion, material well-being)




Questionnaire

Relationship background:

marital status,

number of intimate partners

longest relationship

# one-night stands

influence of finance on partner choice
marriage w/o love

who pays on dates

received/given anything in exchange for sex
use of dating websites

sex without love




Questionnaire

For one serious, one less-serious relationship:

Other: family background (1, 2-parents, etc.), parental education, sexual

type of relationship (marriage, short-term, etc.),
duration of relationship,

age difference,

labeling,

monogamous?,

pure gifts given/received,

gifts given/received in exchange for sex,
reasons for being with partner,

comparative financial success,

preference




The Sample



Sample

N=678 (Moscow=226, Kiev=221, Minsk=231

Maintained representative online panel of Moscow
survey company

Quotas: 25% young women 18-36, 25% older
women 37-55, young men, older men

Reponse rate=82%

Incidence rate=99% (9 filtered out with no sexual
experiences)



Descriptive Results



Education

B HavasbHoe
M HenonHoe cpegHee
W CpegHee

MW CpegHee npodeccnmoHanbHoe obpasosaHue (MTY,

TexHuKym)
M HesaKoH4yeHHoOe Bbiclee (3 Kypca By3a U Bblle)

obpasoBaHue
W Bbicwee npodeccmoHanbHoe obpasosaHue

(bakanaspwuar, cneymanuTer)
W YyeHana cTeneHb (KaHAWAAT HayK, LOKTOP HayK,

PhD)
W [pyroe



Work, study status

M Tonbko paboTtato

M PaboTtar u y4uych
" TonbKo y4ycb
M He paboTato 1 He y4ycb

W [Ipyroe (neHcmaA, AMKPETHbIM OTNYCK)



Family Status

06%
01%
01%

00%

W HeHaT/3amyxem M Xon0cT/He 3aMyXeM, COCTO B OTHOLIEHMAX
M XonocT/He 3aMyXeM, He COCToH B OTHOLeHMAX M Pa3seneH/passeneHa, COCTOK B OTHOLIEHUAX
W Pa3seneH/pa3BeneHa, He COCTOM B OTHOLWEHMAX M HeHaT/3amyrKem, HO XKMBEM Pa3ae/ibHO

1 Boosel/BaoBa, He COCTOR B OTHOLUEHUAX " Boosel,/BooBa, COCTOK B OTHOLLEHMAX
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Proportion of sample having received the following in exchange for sex

Expensive gift (for or jewelry)
Small romantic gift (lowers or
7 candies)
Tourist trip
Reduced or free rent
Technology
Monetary gift
Daily needs: food, clothing, mone)
Dinner in restaurant
] Monetary payment
Other
A
=
=
£
2
E kS
I
]
o 013
Moscow

In which city do you currently live?



s Proportion of sample having given the following in exchange for seX g o .
Bl Expensive gift (fur, jewelry) '

B Small romantic gift (flowers, candies
ClTourist trip

B Reduced or free rent

[ITechnology

Bl Monetary gift

M Daily needs: food, clothing, money
[CIDinner in a restaurant

Emonetary payment

M Other

\

In which city do you currently live?



Inferential Results



Likelihood of reporting having received

something in exchange for sex

B =t Errar Yiald 5ig. Exp(B]
Age 028 018 2.186 138 1.028
Female 1.354 14 18.605 000 3.873
Education - 258 152 2880 090 T73
Income 266 148 3.245 072 1.205
valfamily 063 182 07 T44 1.065
valzelfexp 297 160 3.452 063 1.345
vallove A07 159 6.532 011 1.503
valleisure A84 213 5180 D023 1.622
valreligion 314 67 3.560 058 1.368
Longest relat. -002 002 .888 346 Bag
aone-night stncls. A20 007 B.086 J04 1.020
finance ptr.chc. 62 055 8.781 A003 1176
datingsites 206 096 4.621 032 1.229
miother edu. 158 48 1.164 281 1.171
father edu. -172 135 1.621 203 a4z
marrynolove - 244 294 G690 A06 783
traditionalpay G633 S0 4,380 M350 S
sexnolove 2898 359 587 A07 1.347
MOSCOWres 0a3 531 024 876 1.086
kKievres - 164 534 067 795 848
borninmoscow -.238 544 191 662 788
borninkiey -016 642 00 8a0 Aad
straight 302 B22 236 B27 1.353
Intercept -0.354 3.050 9.409 002 000




Likelihood of reporting having given something

In exchange for sex

B =t Errar Wald Sig. Expi(B}
Age 055 020 7.306 007 1.057
Female -3.362 A13 66.393 000 035
Education - 117 67 491 434 280
Income 220 159 1.907 167 1.246
valfamily 138 217 402 526 1.148
valselfexp 160 A78 805 369 1173
vallove 156 74 798 a7z 1.1G68
valleisure 263 224 1.377 241 1.301
valreligion A73 184 883 347 1.128
Longestrelat. 001 00z 3671 a48 1.001
one-night stnds. 003 007 275 600 1.003
finance ptr.chc. 010 060 020 863 1.010
datingsites A57 A16 15.560 000 1.579
mather edu. -223 156 2.038 153 800
father edu. 060 44 AT7E 675 1.062
marrynalove T 328 128 T21 1.124
traditiocnalpay -010 366 001 a77 880
sexnolove 132 435 092 G2 1.141
MOSCOWIeES 1.040 613 2.880 090 2.829
kievres 927 779 1.416 234 2526
barninmoscow - 605 G238 927 336 F4a
borninkiey -197 763 067 796 821
straight - 267 809 086 769 766
Intercept -1.928 3.298 342 2549 145




Likelihood of reporting having received
something in exchange for sex, Moscow

B St Error Wald Sig. ExpiB]
Age 076 045 2.867 080 1.078
Female 1.535 G671 5.235 022 4.641
Education -.38% 313 1.815 218 Ga0
Income 344 381 B15 367 1.410
valfamily 762 496 2.357 25 2142
valzelfexp 547 347 2.480 115 1.727
vallove 1.032 404 6.511 011 2.806
valleisure 8a0 471 3.337 Rl 2.364
valreligion T17 396 3.271 071 2.047
langestrel -003 005 324 564 aa7
one-night stnds. 028 020 1.920 166 1.028
finance ptr.chc. A01 A24 10,538 001 1.494
datingsites 386 227 2.880 080 1.471
mother edu. 694 e 4,002 045 2.001
father edu. -034 314 016 800 a62
marrynolove 196 635 045 7h8 1.216
traditionalpay -.382 Ga0 324 564 675
sexnolove - 262 B24 101 7581 770
barninmoscow -024 B73 001 971 976
borninkiev -17.422 40192970 000 1.000 000
straight -20.411 23113.327 000 4ag 000
KoHCTanTa -4.413 23113.328 000 1.000 012




. Likelihood of reporting having given something

xf, i 1n exchange for sex, Moscow
Y
Vi 4 j B St. Error Wald Sig. Exp(B)

vy Age 086 048 3.123 077 1.088
— Female -4.916 1.259 15.247 000 007
Education -1.197 461 6.730 009 02

Income 1.650 552 8.942 003 5,206

valfamily 081 528 024 878 1.084

valselfexp 247 492 253 615 1.281

vallove A75 495 919 338 1.608

valleisure 154 B07 064 800 1.166

valreligion 560 535 1.089 285 1.751

longestrel 000 006 00z 964 1.000

one-night stnds. 069 035 3.922 048 1.071

finance ptr.chc. 261 AT8 2.1591 142 1.298

datingsites 084 257 08 743 1.088

mother edu. 051 395 017 897 1.052

father edu. -211 2585 253 552 810

marrynalove - 126 808 024 876 882

traditicnalpay 408 801 206 650 1.505

sexnolove -1.088 1.263 742 389 337
barninmaoscow -1.044 904 1.333 2438 302

korninkiey 22082 40192.970 000 1.000 | FFrrree s

straight -1.028 3.319 02 750 347

KOHCTaHTa -332 8.957 001 970 T17




Likelihood of reporting having received
something in exchange for sex, Kiev

B St Errar WWald 5ig. Exp(B}

Age -021 043 233 G249 74 3 \
Female 1.578 G678 5411 020 4,844 [)
Education - 186 380 228 B33 830
INcome 17 393 11 38 1.125
valfamily -1.626 680 5.719 017 A97
valselfexp -098 379 Q67 796 906
vallove 0580 385 017 293 1.051
valleisure 298 522 326 Ralats 1.347
valreligion 167 347 231 631 1.182
longestrel 000 005 008 827 1.000
one-night stnd. 058 021 7.299 007 1.059
finance ptr. 23 131 3120 077 1.260
Che.

datingsites 503 232 4,712 030 1.654
mother edu -.299 338 784 376 741
father edu 193 314 375 540 1.212
marrynolove - 372 687 284 Ralsts 689
traditicnalpay -.239 T23 110 J41 787
sexnolove -133 197 031 861 876
borninkiey - 264 833 100 751 768
straight 2.490 1.504 2.741 098 12.056
intercept 1.875 6.917 073 788 6.520




. Likelihood of reporting having given something

N 0 in exchange for sex, Kiev
ff
“"f;'_’:-;ip-'. B St Error Wald 5iq. Exp(B]
R Age 054 048 1.266 261 1.0565
| Female -3.851 470 15.757 000 021
Education 206 393 566 452 1.344
income -083 A05 042 837 az0
valfamily 485 718 456 499 1.624
valselfexp - 423 460 844 358 655
vallove -510 468 1.185 276 501
valleisure 742 540 1.583 208 2,101
valreligion 579 424 1.861 173 1.784
longestrel 002 005 118 Ny 1.002
ane-night stnd. 026 028 882 248 1.026
finance ptr. 147 137 1.155 282 1.158
datingsites 1.061 306 12.047 001 2.888
mather edu - 218 3448 .3ag 533 804
father edu 348 342 1.044 307 1.418
marrynolove - B62 .fa0 718 386 516
traditionalpay 709 845 702 402 2.031
sexnolove -.249 a60 067 795 779
harninkiey 333 1.067 087 755 1.395
straight -.541 1772 093 760 582
intercept -5.010 8.961 213 576 007




Likelihood of reporting having received
something 1n exchange for sex, Minsk

B St Error VWald 5id. Exp(B)
Age 037 033 1.205 272 1.037
Female 1.635 G26 G.824 009 5128
Education -.503 305 2718 099 605
income 134 247 294 h88 1.143
valfamily - 156 296 2T 00 aRali
valselfexp 347 274 1.558 212 1.407
vallove 025 259 009 82z 1.026
valleisure 338 370 836 361 1.403
valreligion 2583 318 624 426 1.288
longestrel -003 004 Rit=la 408 997
one-night stnd. 011 010 1.214 271 1.011
finance ptr. - 042 S04 67 B33 858
datingsites 187 185 1.015 314 1.205
mother edu 023 247 009 924 1.023
father edu -499 232 4,630 031 BO7
marrynolove - 298 514 Raltls 438 B72
traditionalpay -1.216 548 4,925 026 297
sexnolove 450 708 404 525 1.568
straight 1.699 1.459 1.355 244 h.467
KOHCTaHTa -2.910 5.296 302 583 054




. Likelihood of reporting having given something

il in exchange for sex, Minsk
/&
E‘ﬂ—‘ E St Error Wald 5ig. Exp(B)

- Age 051 040 1.682 185 1.053
Female -5.362 1.233 18.901 000 005
Education 210 323 421 516 1.233
INcome - 169 289 340 Ralall] 845
valfarmily 106 348 01 T62 1.111
valselfexp 4384 3582 1.892 168 1.622
vallove 752 AT3 4.058 044 2121
valleisure 007 435 000 aa8 1.007
valreligion - 447 384 1.286 2587 G638
longestrel 001 004 026 873 1.001
one-night stnd. -013 008 1.891 168 887
finance pir. -135 115 1.373 241 874
Che.
datingsites AT6 235 6.010 014 1.778
mother edu - 292 277 1.106 293 747
father edu - 088 254 A20 728 16
marrynclove 435 653 443 506 1.544
traditionalpay -9497 748 1776 a3 269
sexnolove - 669 985 A62 497 512
straight -1.030 2116 108 741 2587
KoHCTaHTa 1.663 6.706 062 804 5278




Social Change?



Receiving gifts for sex, women by birth cohort

Aged 20-30 from

1990-2000
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Receiving gifts for sex, women by birth cohort

Aged 18-28 from

1990-2000
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% Comments, Questions,
= Suggestions?




